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OCEANOGRAPHY AND THE SEA- 
FISHERIES* 

At the last Cardiff meeting of the British 
Association in 1891 you had as your president 
the eminent astronomer Sir William Huggins, 
who discoursed upon the then recent discov- 
eries of the spectroscope in relation to the 
chemical nature, density, temperature, pres- 
sure and even the motions of the stars. From 
the sky to the sea is a long drop; but the 
sciences of both have this in common that 
they deal with fundamental principles and 
with vast numbers^ Over three hundred years 
ago Spenser in the "Faerie Queene" com- 
pared " the seas abundant progeny " with " the 
starres on hy," and recent investigations show 
that a liter of sea-water may contain more 
than a hundred times as many living organ- 
isms as there are stars visible to the eye on a 
clear night. 

During the past quarter of a century great 
advances have been made in the science of the 
sea, and the aspects and prospects of sea- 
usheries research have undergone changes 
which encourage the hope that a combination 
of the work now carried on by hydrographers 
and biologists in most civilized countries on 
fundamental problems of the ocean may result 
in a more rational exploitation and adminis- 
tration of the fishing industries. 

And yet even at your former Cardiff meet- 
ing thirty years ago there were at least three 
papers of oceanographic interest — one by Pro- 
fessor Osborne Eeynolds on the action of 
waves and currents, another by Dr. H. E. Mill 
on seasonal variation in the temperature of 
lochs and estuaries, and the third by our 
honorary local secretary for the present meet- 
ing, Dr. Evans Hoyle, on a deep-sea-tow-net 

* From the address of the president of the Brit- 
ish Association for the Advancement of Science 
given at Cardiff on August 24, 1920. 



